SOURCES OF POETIC INSPIRATION AND VISION
itself but a substitute for it, an uplifted movement
of mind which gives a reflection of the character
and qualities of the overhead movement. There
is a substitute for the expression of the Higher
Thought, the Illumination, the pure Intuition
giving great or brilliant results, but these cannot
be classed as the very body of the higher conscious-
ness. So also there can be a mixed movement, a
movement of mind in its full force with flashes from
the overhead or even a light sustained for some
time. Finally, there can be the thing itself in rare
descents, but usually these are not sustained for a
long time though they may influence all around
and produce long stretches of a high utterance.
All this we can see in poetry but it is not easy for
the ordinary mind to make these distinctions or even
to feel the thing and more difficult still to understand
it with an exact intelligence. One must have oneself
lived in the light or have had flashes of it in oneself
in order to recognise it when it manifests outside
us. It is easy to make mistakes of appreciation:
it is quite common to miss altogether the tinge of
the superior light even while one sees it or to think
and say only, "Ah, yes, this is very great poetry."
There are other questions that can arise, objec-
tions that can be raised against our admission of
a complete equality between the best of all kinds
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